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The Theory of Evolution, on the other hand,,
in its momentary acceptance by so many
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the.
building of the temple of science, and its
wholesale substitution of ingenious guesswork
for the evidence of facts, seems to hold exactly
the same place in Physiology which the hypo-
thesis of vortices held two centuries ago in
Physical Astronomy. Each lays hold of a
captivating analogy, and rears on it an immense
superstructure, without submitting it to the test
either of known facts, or of clear and intelli-
gible reasoning. It was known that floating
matter was carried round and round in a
whirlpool. It was assumed that such a whirl-
pool of loose revolving matter did exist in the
planetary spaces, and that the planets might
in this way be carried in their orbits round the
sun* The resemblance was close enough to
fascinate tho vulgar mind, and even to deceive
the learned for one or two generations. But
tho defects were these. There was no proof
that these whirlpools did exist. There was no
attempt to prove that, in case of their existence,
tibey would cause elliptic orbits. Nay, as soon
as the excentric orbits of the comets were
jSltenniiaed, they drove the ploughshare through
ike whole system* As soon as rigid tests were